CMA/Challenging Structure — 1 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


CONTACT: — Stacie Leatherman 
(216) 707-2265 
sleatherman @ clevelandart.org 


Cleveland Museum of Art Reveals Evolution of 
Frank Gehry’s Peter B. Lewis Building 


“His buildings are powerful essays in primal geometric form and materials, and from an aesthetic standpoint 
they are among the most profound and brilliant works of architecture of our time.” 


— Paul Goldberger, The New York Times 
CLEVELAND (Oct. 2, 2002) — Dramatically enhancing the American architectural scene is Frank Gehry’s Peter 
B. Lewis Building, new headquarters of the Weatherhead School of Management at Case Western Reserve 
University (CWRU). The six-level, 150,000-square-foot building is located a block from the Cleveland Museum of 
Art at the intersection of Ford Drive and Bellflower Road on CWRU’s North Campus in University Circle. With its 
undulating stainless steel and brick exterior, this dramatic structure is the most advanced management school 
facility in the world, reflecting the Weatherhead School’s international reputation for innovation in management 
education. 

Challenging Structure: Frank Gehry’s Peter B. Lewis Building, a new exhibition at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, will trace the evolution of this project from conception to completion. The show will open Oct. 6, 
2002, remaining on view through Feb. 24, 2003. Admission is free. 

“Frank Gehry’s radical designs and the technical and technological advancements his vision requires have 
transformed the shape of contemporary architecture and the way in which buildings are constructed,” notes Jeffrey 
Grove, the Museum’s curator of contemporary art and organizer of the show. “This exhibition offers a rare 


opportunity to explore the design process of this impressive addition to Cleveland’s landscape.” 


Building Reflects Benefactor’s Progressive Spirit 

Peter B. Lewis, chief benefactor of the project, has noted that the building will “excite and challenge, and 
stimulate and cause controversy, and put Cleveland on a map in a way it hasn’t been on a map before.” 

More than 40 models and studies borrowed from Gehry’s Santa Monica studio will be included in the 
exhibition, plus a demonstration of CATIA, the computer software that allows Gehry’s unorthodox designs to be 
built. 

The models and plans on view will demonstrate how the architect’s process is one of constant evolution 


and change. Using wooden blocks on a foam foundation, Gehry worked with Weatherhead school representatives 
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to determine the parameters of the building. These movable blocks allowed spaces to be configured and re- 
configured in the early stages of the design process. Then, the so-called “massing models” of what might become 
the actual building were constructed out of paper, cardboard, foam and wood. Massing models evolved into more 
fully finished programming models and design process models. These developed into studies of interior spaces and 


final models of the structure in its surroundings. 


Gehry Noted for Design Innovation 

Frank Gehry (born 1929) is one of the world’s most celebrated architects, known for his dynamism and 
innovation. His populist approach to architecture emphasizes concern for comfortable living and working spaces as 
well as circulation patterns. He is equally associated with art and architecture, having developed working 
relationships with many contemporary artists, including Ed Ruscha, Richard Serra and Claes Oldenburg. 

Gehry’s career has spanned four decades and produced public and private buildings in the United States, 
Europe and Asia. His many distinguished projects include the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao in Bilbao, Spain; the 
DZ Bank, a mixed-use building adjacent to the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin; and the Experience Music Project in 
Seattle. 

Gehry’s work has earned him several of the most significant awards in the architectural field, including the 
Arnold W. Brunner Memorial Prize in Architecture from the American Academy of Arts and Letters; the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize; and the Wolf Prize in Art (Architecture). Gehry is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters; a trustee of the American Academy in Rome; and a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. His work has been featured in major architectural publications and in national and international 
publications, including Newsweek, Time, Forbes, The Economist, Vanity Fair, Art in America and The New York 
Times. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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